Diplomatic Pouches

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation of the Federal Republic of Somalia
affirms its commitment to the principles established by the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic
Relations (1961), which governs the conduct of diplomatic missions and the rights and privileges
granted to diplomatic personnel, including the protection of diplomatic pouches. These pouches
are essential tools for the secure and confidential exchange of official communications between
governments, international organizations, and diplomatic missions.

Definition and Purpose of Diplomatic Pouches

A diplomatic pouch is a sealed container used exclusively to transport official correspondence,
documents, and items that are intended for the official use of a diplomatic mission or government
entity. Diplomatic pouches are protected by international law to ensure the unimpeded and secure
transmission of such materials. These pouches are typically marked with the designation
“Diplomatic. Pouch” and are sealed with the official insignia of the sending country or
organization, ensuring their status is clearly recognized.

In the context of Somalia, diplomatic pouches play a critical role in facilitating communication
between Somali embassies, consulates, and its missions to international and regional
organizations. Their primary function is to ensure the safe and confidential transmission of state-
related documents, correspondence, and materials between Somalia’s diplomatic missions and the
government in Mogadishu, as well as with international partners.

Legal Framework for Diplomatic Pouches

Under Article 27 of the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations, the use of diplomatic pouches
is governed by strict protections. These legal provisions ensure that diplomatic pouches are
afforded inviolability, which means they cannot be opened, searched, or detained by the receiving
state or any unauthorized authority. This principle of inviolability is vital to maintaining the
integrity of diplomatic communication and protecting the confidentiality of the items contained
within the pouch.

Diplomatic pouches may only contain materials that are intended for official use and must not
include private or personal items. Additionally, the transportation of diplomatic pouches is closely
monitored to ensure the safe delivery of sensitive materials. A diplomatic courier is often assigned
to escort the pouch during its transport. The courier, who enjoys immunity from arrest and
detention under the Vienna Convention, is responsible for ensuring the pouch’s security and
integrity throughout its journey.



Transport and Handling of Diplomatic Pouches

Diplomatic pouches can be transported via a variety of means, including by air, sea, or land,
depending on the specific needs of the diplomatic mission. When traveling by air, for example, the
pouch may be entrusted to the captain of a commercial aircraft or accompanied by a diplomatic
courier, either as a passenger or in the cargo hold. If accompanied by a diplomatic courier, the
courier must carry official documentation that identifies their status and specifies the number of
pouches in their custody.

While diplomatic couriers enjoy personal inviolability, they are subject to normal security
screening procedures, such as customs checks, in accordance with international regulations.
However, their personal baggage and the pouch they carry are not subject to seizure, inspection,
or detention.

In cases where the pouch is transported unaccompanied, it still enjoys the protections provided by
the Vienna Convention, as long as it is clearly identified with the appropriate seals and
documentation. The receiving state is obliged to allow the pouch to pass without interference, as
long as it complies with the necessary identification and security procedures.

Special Considerations for Diplomatic Pouches in Somalia

In Somalia, diplomatic pouches are handled with the utmost care to ensure their safe and secure
passage. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation oversees the proper
identification, sealing, and documentation of diplomatic pouches sent to and from Somalia’s
diplomatic missions around the world. These pouches are regularly tracked and monitored to
ensure they arrive at their destination intact and without unauthorized interference.

Somalia adheres to the procedures outlined in the Vienna Convention to ensure that diplomatic
pouches are not subject to undue delay or interference in transit. Whether sent to international
organizations or other foreign missions, Somalia ensures that its diplomatic pouches are treated
with the highest level of security and professionalism, reflecting the country’s commitment to
international diplomatic norms and practices.



